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Y Investigation reflected in this report was based upon a tele e 
call received on 12/12/63 from JAMES’ SPENCER, Wallingford, _C ene 
who advised that while employed as a car salesman at New aa 
Louisiana in 1961, he had come in contact with one LEE OSWALD A 

Of Magazine St. SPENCER wanted to be advised of the New or (I) 
‘address of the man who was charged with the assassination of 
‘President KENNEDY, to confirm if possible that the OSWALD he waded 
come in contact with wag the saméeé person. He indicated that. (1) 
it was the same person he could possibly sell a story to some 
° reporter. He was not furnished with any information. Os 
‘ : él 
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Synopels: , JAMES A, SPENCER, Wallingford, Conn. unemployed car 

salesman, formerly employed February to August, 196] 

: at Dumas and Milnes Chevrolet Co.. New Orleans, 

Louigiana, advised individual who identified self as 

oe LEE QSWALD with address Magazine St. attempted to . 

i purchase a car through him at above concern on unrecalled 
date: He states this OSWALD impressed him as a "character" 
and had spoken favorably of Cuba and appeared to have 
been very enthusiastic about CASTRO, He could not 
recall this individual as having mentioned having 


” any connection with the Fair Play for Cuba Committee 
or with any other group or organization. 
a. i e 7 Ri RA a nesaats oe 
= i ‘ ? m. © ; ie e rib eke shes 
-RUC- “ 
_DETAILS: 


*~ 
; 


This 6ccumest contains pelther recommendations mor eosctuslons ef the FBL ft to the preperty ef the FB] and te loaned to your agency; & apd 
ita coutents are pot to be distributed eetalds pour agency. » * 





‘ 
- ol ° 
OE ITA TOT RIEL APE OP VETTE PERE TEN TPN POY Oe AP OS ROA PES* PEERY TRE LET PEL ET ERIE PPT Pe OE FET TEL Y YT EGY Pe A ed ee ops ‘ 
‘ , ' ; . 


(™ 


—L OO AO OS Oe A ec tt es ie eematies 


tr ee ne 


‘ge 





FD-309 Ms-. * 28.99) C:y "ED cdt CUREAU OF -: sestir. CQ "7 


Date " December 14, 1963 


aw “ 





- . 
“es 4 ay S- 6 
of ge oe re 
* 5 es < . 
° re 


JAMES XYSPENCER, 68 South Elm Btreet, Wallingford, : 

~~~" Connecticut, an automobile salesman by occupation, 
presently unemployed, advised of the following infor- 
mation: 
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SPENCER 1s married, has five children, and resides with his 
wife, JOAN P._ SPENCER, and his children at the above Con- 
necticut address. From early in February, 1961 to the end 
of Augut, 1961, he resided at the Parkchester Apartments | 

On Duplessis Street, New Orleans, Louisiana. His family 

had resided with him at that address, however, his wife ay 
and children came to Wallingford, Connecticut in Wily of . 
.1961 and he followed them to Connecticut in September, 1961. 


During the same period, February to August, 1961, SPENCER 

jena 4: was employed as an automobile salesman by the Dumas and 
» Milnes Chevrolet Company, 4049 South Carrolton Street, at 
| the corner of Tulane Avenue in New Orleans. ie 


| Shortly after the assassination of President KENNEDY, he in 
; Observed a photograph of LEE HARVEY OSWALD ‘on television. ieee 
.. He immediatdy felt that he had seen OSWALD somewhere but, Yea 


at the time, he coud not recall the place or the circum- peer 
stances, and the name LEE HARVEY OSWALD did not mean 
anything to him at the time. 


A few days ago, while looking through his billfold, he El: 
found a business card, which he had used while employed pi BY 
as salesman by the Dumas and Milnes Company in New Orleans.  °"' 
On the back of the card was a notation in his -(SPENCER‘s) Wd, 
handwriting, “LEE OSWALD, Magazine 8t"". SPENCER stated re 
that finding this card had refreshed his recollection and pee 
he now recalls that, while he was employed at the Dumas Pye 
and Milnes Company in New Orleans, an individual came to et 
the car lot and seemed to be quite interested in a particular %..: 
car. He does not recall the particular car this individual = 3.) 
was interested in, but believes it was similar to his own ae. 
car, which is a 1958 Chevrolet. He does not recall when me 
it was that this individual came to the car lot but stated thy 
the same individual returned a second time. He dealt with ae 
this individual on both occasions but he does not know pod 
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by SA LEONARD Date dictated —12/14/63 _ 


This document contalne neither recommendations nor conchelone of the FBI. It ds the property ef the FBI and bs leaned t. 
your agency; It and ite contents are aot to be distributed outelde your ageacy. ; : 


vr i 
° . 
a OTT PT TT FTI RT APL Pd Oe NEES ST Te EY TA POI POT wef “> OBER AE PR LETTE WER TTI EPITOPE EY ETT PPE YE fT IE % ' 
. . ‘ ° wed Ore * ® 7 . ° . . 2 % ‘ te 
' : - 





4 , q ry 


Oo ee ete re ene 


et Leen et 2 eS tt en ed ane ones 4 ao ae neh one 


hh ct a te at 


Oh ade me me bee oe sme ns cme 


So nieces ot bette 


>. owe’ 


~-~ 








Cy —& 


NH 100-18158 


ae 
ie =e 


* oh Shee ip 


whether this individual had any contact with anyone wine 
connected with the Dumas and Milnes Company. a 


SPENCER stated that, as he recalled, there was some question 

of the ability of that individual to make a down payment and, 

on the occasiona the second visit, both went across the strect 
for coffee at a Wahlgren Drug Store. At some time during the 
conversation he managed to get the name and address of the 
individual and wrote his name and address on the back of one 

of his business cards. He stated that, at the time, this indivi- 
dual made quite an impression on him as he considered the man; , 
to be quite a “character". He stated that, although he cannot 
recall any specific statements this man made, the man spoke 

at length about Cuba and appeared to be very enthusiastic ‘about 
CASTRO. SPENCER stated that, at that time, there was quite 

a large group of persons in New Orleans which SPENCER said. 

was interested in "Fair Play for Castro". He could not 

recall whether or not this man had said he was connected in 

Rny way with any Such group. He stated there had been some 
individuals passing out handbills favorable to Cuba at various 
times on the very corner On which the Dumas and Milnes Company 
is located. He stated, however, that he never saw the man he 
knew as OSWALD engaging in any Such activity. He further 
Stated that he coud not recall that this man had ever mentioned 
having any connection with the Fair Play for Cuba Committee 

or with any other group or organization. 


SPENCER stated that he could not recall having actually sold an 
automobile to this man and he does not know whether this man 
ever purchased an automobile from the Dumas and Milnes Company. 


-SPENCER stated that this man had made such an impression on him 


as being an “odd ball" that he mentioned him to his wife at 
the time: He noted that it was seldom that he ever mentioned 
anything about his customers to his wife. 


SPENCER stated that he could not recall the physical description 


of the man he knew as OSWALD and he had no further information 
concerning the man, other than that he felt the man was a “very 
self sustaining individual" because he insisted on paying for 

his own cup of coffee. oe 
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\  §PENCER advised thathe had recently discussed this matter a 
with a friend of his who sometimes writes articles for a om 
newspaper and it was suggested that if he could determine Mia t 


that the man be knew as OSWALD was identical with the 
OSWALD who had been charged with the assassination of 
President KENNEDY, he might be able to get an article 
syndicated as a human interest story. He stated that for 
this reason, although there is not much doubt in his mil 
that they were one and the same person, he had teephoned oe i 
the FBI Office at New Haven, Connecticut on the night of ae ot 
December 12, 1963 seeking.to learn if the New Orleans address # © 
of the man charged with the assassination of the President 
was the same as the address of the LEE OSWALD with whci he 


had come in contact. | 3 
SPENCER stated he did not think the information he had would Sy 


be of any significance to the Government for if he had, he | ys 
stated he would have immediately called it to the attention ee 


of the FBI. ma? 
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7: sa 
| Mrs. JOAN P. SPENCER, sife of JAMES A, SPENCER, 68 South —. 
. Elm Street, Wallingford, Connecticut, advised of the ~ ; we 
following information: kT 
She resided with her husband at New Orleans, Louisiana from 2 
February to June, 1961. She advised that her husband, who 
was employed as a car salesman while in New Orleans, had 3 
frequently spoken to her of different customers. She recalled : 
that he bad spoken to her of one customer who seemed to have e 
particularly impressed her husband as being some sort of a ‘ 
character". She could not wcall, however, the name of this - 
particular individual nor could ehe recall anything her husbard, - 
had said about that individual, + i teal x 7 
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